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. President Ford obeyed a 
Secret Service request not'' 
to go over and shake hands 
in a crowd outside the St. 
Francis Hotel in San Fran- 
cisco Monday, moments be- 
fore a woman in the crowd 
fired a shot at him, the. 
White House said yester- 
day. 

The small crowd in which 
Sara Jane Moore, who was 
immediately arrested, stood 
•ith her pistol was “one of 
the crowds the Secret Service 
suggested the President might 
pass up” said White House 
press secretary Hon Nessen 
."The President passed it up. 

Nessen did not say that ad- 
vice might have saved the 
president from being hit by 
the bullet which, experts have 
said, bounced off the pave- 
ment a few yards in front of 
him. ; 

But he stressed that Mr. 
Ford is satisfied with his Se- 
cret Service protection, and 
will continue to shake hands 
in public. 

“I think anyone who sug- 
gests the President is insensi- 
tive to the dangers is wrong,” 
Nessen said. He added that 
Mr Ford “always" obeys such 
on-the-spot security sugges- 
tions from the Secret Service. 

Pressed to give a reason 
why the President so often 
risks the exposure that plung- 
ing into crowds brings, Nessen 
said it is one method he uses 
to pressure Congress into 
supporting administration po- 
sitions. . , , 

“The President has worked 


to persuade Congress to join 
him in passing some legisla- 
tion which he beUeves is im- 
portant to the country and is 
the right approach to various 
problems,” Nessen said. 

“I think it*s reasonably 
clear by this time the Con- 
gress has not acted in the vital 
areas ... He wants to get 
over to people his concerns in 
' these areas . . . with the hope 
that when the public under- 
stands, the public will then 
transmit their concerns to 
members of Congress,” Nes- 
sen said. 

He said such contact can- 
not be made in what the Presi- 
dent calls the “sterile atmos- 
phere” of the White House. 

Nessen said the President 
will go to Chicago Tuesday as 
scheduled. No details of the 
trip have been released, but 
Mr. Ford Is expected to speak 
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at a Republican fund-raising 
dinner Tuesday night and 
take part in a student news 
conference at Northwestern 
University in Evanston the 
following day. 

He also may visit other 
areas in the Midwest, al- 
though the White House has 
not confirmed that. But Mr. 
Ford told White House visit- 
ers from Omaha yesterday that 
he will be in that city next 
Wednesday for a regional con- 
ference on domestic policy. 

Mr. Ford’s travel schedule 
does taper off toward the end 
of the year, Nessen said, add- 
ing that the tapering off was 
scheduled long before the re- 
cent assassination attempt, 
so that he would have time 
to prepare his State of the 
Union message as weU as 
other year-end business. 

Mr. Ford, Vice President 
Rockefeller, and Secretary of 
State Henry A. Kissinger met 
with 20 Republican congres- 
sional leaders yesterday morn- 
ing. 

Reporting on the two-hour 
meeting afterward, Senate 
Minority Leader Hugh Scott 
(R-Pa.) said they were told 
the fiscal 1977 budget deficit 
would be at least $50 billion, 
and could go as high as $75 
billion if the tax cut is exten- 
ded. 

Scott said Federal Energy 


Administrator Frank G. Zarb 
told them the energy legisla- 
tion passed by the House 
Tuesday was “a very bad bill." 
Scott said he hoped congres- 
sional leaders would work out 
a compromise with the Presi- 
dent. 

Sen. Clifford P. Case (R- 
N.J.) of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee told the 
President he expects the com- 
mittee to approve the IsraeU- 
Egyptian agreement worked 
out with the help of Kissinger 
earlier this month, Scott said. 

House Minority Leader 
John J. Rhodes (R-Ariz.) said 
that while he dosn’t think a 
congressional investigation of 
the Secret Service is war- 
ranted, he feels Secret Service 
poceedures can be improved. 

He noted that Lynette Alice 
Fromme, who pointed a 
loaded gun. at the President in 
Sacramento Sept 5, was wear- 
ing a bright red long dress 
that did not blend in with the 
crowd, and was “a person 
whose activities were known 
by all law enforcement agen- 
cies.” 

The Secret Service could 
have “probably done some- 
thing about removing her 
from the crowd,” Rhodes said. 

He suggested beefing up the 
Secret Service contingent that 
circulates in crowds, and 
“perhaps some better method 
of evaluation should be em- 
ployed." 


